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ased on what you know about him in
history books, what do you think
Abraham Lincoln would be doing if he
were alive today?
(1) Writing his memoirs of the Civil War.
(2) Advising the President.
(3) Desperately clawing at the inside of his
coffin.-- David Letterman

Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the
things | can not change, the courage to
change the things | can, and the wisdom to
hide the bodies of those | had to kill because
they pissed me off.

Human beings, who are aimost unique in
having the ability to learn from the
experience of others, are also remarkable
for their apparent disinclination to do so. --
Douglas Adams

Asyour attorney, it is my duty to inform
you that it is not important that you
understand what I'm doing or why you're
paying me so much money. What's
important is that you continue to do so. --
Hunter S. Thompson's Samoan Attorney

To me, clowns aren't funny. In fact, they're
kind of scary. I've wondered where this
started, and | think it goes back to the time
| went to the circus, and a clown killed my
dad.

You know what would make a good story?
Something about aclown who makes peo-
ple happy, but inside he's real sad. Also, he
has severe diarrhea.

Definition of Stress: The confusion created
when one's mind overrides the body's desire
to beat or choke the living s**t out of some
asshole who desperately needs it.

"Advice is what we ask for when we
aready know the answer but wish we
didn't." -- Erica Jong

"Last night | dreamed | ate a ten-pound

marshmallow, and when | woke up he
pillow was gone." - Tommy Cooper

"The most exciting phrase to hear in
science, the one that heralds new
discoveries, is not 'Eureka!l’ (1 found it!) but
‘That's funny ..."'-- |saac Asimov

One of the major functions of skin is to
keep people who look at you from throwing
up. -- Actual exam answer

And finally; "Start every day off with a
smile and get it over with."-- W. C. Fields
(1880-1946)

Much Ado About Nothing

n Thursday, 24 January 2002,
ODerek Guille broadcast this story

on his afternoon program on ABC
radio (Australia).

In March, 1999, a man living in Kandos
(near Mudgee in NSW) received a bill for
his as yet unused gas line stating that he
owed $0.00. He ignored it and threw it
away. In April he received another bill and
threw that one away too.

The following month the gas company sent
him a very nasty note stating they were
going to cancel hisgaslineif he didn't send
them $0.00 by return mail. He called them,
talked to them, and they said it was a
computer error and they would take care of
it.

The following month he decided that it was
about time that he tried out the troublesome
gas line figuring that if there was usage on
the account it would put an end to this
ridiculous predicament. However, when he
went to use the gas, it had been cut off.

He called the gas company who apol ogised
for the computer error once again and said
that they would take care of it. The next day
he got a bill for $0.00 stating that payment
was now overdue. Assuming that having
spoken to them the previous day the latest
bill was yet another mistake, so he ignored
it, trusting that the company would be as
good as their word and sort the problem
out.

The next month he got abill for $0.00. This
bill also stated that he had 10 days to pay
his account or the company would have to
take steps to recover the debit.

Finally, giving in, he thought he would beat
the company at their own game and mailed
them a cheque for $0.00. The computer
duly processed his account and returned a
statement to the effect that he now owed the
gas company nothing at all.

A week later, the manager of the Mudgee
branch of the Westpac Banking Corporation

called our hapless friend and asked him
what he was doing writing chegue for
$0.00. After alengthy explanation the bank
manager replied that the $0.00 cheque had
caused their cheque processing software to
fail.

The bank could therefore not process ANY
cheques they had received from ANY of
their customers that day because the cheque
for $0.00 had caused the computer to crash.

The following month the man received a
letter from the gas company claiming that
his cheque has bounced and that he now
owed them $0.00 and unless he sent a
cheque by return mail they would take
immediate steps to recover the debt. At this
point, the man decided to file a debt
harassment claim against the gas company.
It took him nearly 2 hours to convince the
clerks at the local courthouse that he was
not joking. They subsequently assisted him
in the drafting of statements, which were
considered substantive evidence of the
aggravation, and difficulties he had been
forced to endure during this debacle.

The matter was heard in the Magistrate's
Court in Mudgee and the outcome was this;

The gas company was ordered to:

[1] Immediately rectify their computerised
accounts system or show cause, within 10
days, why the matter should not be referred
to a higher court for consideration under
Company Law.

[2] Pay the bank dishonour feesincurred by
the man.

[3] Pay the bank dishonour feesincurred by
all the Westpac clients whose cheques had
been bounced on the day our friend's had
been.

[4] Pay the claimant's court costs; and . . .
[5] Pay the claimant a total of $1500 per
month for the 5-month period March to
July inclusive as compensation for the
aggravation they had caused their client to
suffer.

And al this over $0.00.




